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been any society of men upon so unhappy a foot, as the
clergy of England, nor more hardly treated, by those very
persons from whom they deserved much better quarter, and
in whose power they chiefly had put it to use them so ill.
I would not willingly misrepresent facts; but I think it
generally allowed by enemies and friends, that the bold and
brave defences made before the Revolution against those
many invasions of our rights, proceeded principally from
the clergy; who are likewise known to have rejected all
advances made them to close with the measures at that
time concerting; while the Dissenters, to gratify their ambi-
tion and revenge, fell into the basest compliances with the
court, approved of all proceedings by their numerous and
fulsome addresses, and took employments and commissions
by virtue of the dispensing power, against the direct laws of
the land. All this is so true, that if ever the Pretender
comes in, they will, next to those of his own religion, have
the fairest claim and pretensions to his favour, from their
merit and eminent services to his supposed father, who,
without such encouragement, would probably never^ have
been misled to go the lengths he did. It should likewise
be remembered to the everlasting honour of the London
divines, that in those dangerous times, they writ and pub-
lished the best collection of arguments against Popery, that
ever appeared in the world. At the Revolution, the body
of the clergy joined heartily in the common cause (except a
few, whose sufferings perhaps have atoned for their mistakes)
like men who are content to go about, for avoiding a gulf or
a precipice, but come into the old straight road again as soon
as they can. But another temper had now begun to prevail.
For as in the reign of K. Charles the First, several well-
meaning people were ready to join in reforming some
abuses; while others who had deeper designs, were still
calling out for a thorough reformation, which ended at last
in the ruin of the kingdom; so after the late king's coming
to the throne, there was a restless cry from men of the same
principles, for a thorough revolution, which as some were

1 The Dissenters were at first disposed to make common cause with
the Catholics in favour of the dispensing power claimed by James II.;
and an address from the Presbyterians went so far as to praise the king
for having "restored to God His empire over conscience." [S.]